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The Quanzhen #E Clergy,
1700-1950'
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Vincent Goossaert

This is an article about the social history of the Quanzhen clergy, not about its
intellectual history. Although many of the Taoists I will mention had a rich
spiritual life, reflected in such of their writings as are still available to us, I will
not discuss this aspect of their experience, but rather address the social group
to which they belonged, with its distinct organization, culture and identity.
Little is known about the social history of the Taoist clergy in modern China,
including the members of the Quanzhen order. We know a bit more about the
Buddhist clergy, notably through a seminal study,” that will be used here both
as a methodological model and as a source of information, since the Quanzhen
order’s and the Buddhist sangha’s institutions and practices were often very
similar.

Our poor knowledge of the modern Taoist clergy is the result of both the
historiographical traditions of Chinese rcligious studies and the availability of
sources. Most of the documents used for this study have been published only very
recently, and many more are still beyond reach. After a thorough discussion of
these questions of historiography and sources, I will provide an overview of my
own provisional representation of the modern Quanzhen dergy. The present article
is thus basically a framework for further detailed research on individual cases.

Part I. The Study of Clerical Organizations:
the Case of the Quanzhen Order

Late imperial China was characterized by the coexistence of several kinds of
religious specialists: Confucian scholars and /isheng #84, Buddhist and Taoist
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